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NEWS AROUND SCHOOL
KIDS WITH
CHARACTER
ASSEMBLY
BY RONAN TOPOR
As you may have noticed,
the Kids With Character
assemblies are new to
Haworth school this year.
Our principal, Mrs. Voigt,
says she thinks that the
assemblies are an important
part of the school. She also
thinks they are good for the
students because it might
inspire more people to
become kind or whatever
traits they are looking at.
These traits may include
kindness, responsibility,
cooperation, perseverance,
or enthusiasm.

are kind, honest, and overall
good people based on what
they do in real life.
The Kids with Character
assemblies are about 45
minutes long, or a full
period. Mrs. Voigt invites
the Kids with Character
winners to come up in front
of the crowd to receive a
small spirit stick. This year a
teacher nominates a student
from each grade once a
month. The teacher talks
about why the student won
Kids with Character. After
getting their award, the
winners get their pictures
taken. At the very end of the
assembly, the students
watch three or four short

These assemblies for grades
K-5 are a good addition to
our school, Mrs. Voigt says.
It makes the kids feel
special and important to our
school, because it’s true!
They earned an award that
KWC board in MPR
is basically telling them they
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videos about the next trait
teachers will be looking for.
One student, Claire Topor,
said she felt “appreciated and
excited” when she was chosen
by her third grade teacher,
Mrs. Carboneri.
So remember, always be kind
to everyone and you’ll have a
good shot at winning Kids
with Character!

After lunch, we skipped down
to the Tinsmith’s workplace,
eager to make a beautiful
design on a blank, silvery
sheet of tin. We used
hammers, nails, and tree
trunks to make pretty
imprints on the tin.

Next came my favorite
activity; we learned what
games colonial children
played with. For example,
BY POPPY SONG
Jacob’s ladder was a
wooden carved toy that
On the day before
you tried to flip and make
Halloween, the fourth
it keep moving. We were
grade students went to the also allowed to run around
Van Cortlandt Manor in New and play tag (which made
York. On this trip
us hungry for lunch!)
they experienced many
memorable events.
We had lunch in an

4TH GRADE
FIELD TRIP

outdoor picnic area, right
The bus ride was a little less next to the Hudson River!
than a hour, and when we
One of my classmates had
arrived we were split into
goldfish crackers which he
groups and taken to
threw into the river, and
different activities. I was in the boys cheered. There
Mrs. Hall’s group, which had were many bees which
13 people including myself. made us all duck for cover.
First, my group went to the
ferry house where we
learned how people
operated the ferry and the
various tools that were used
and why. Next, we went to
the Van Cortlandt Mansion.
The mansion was much
more grand than the little
ferry house! The furniture
was very well-kept and
elegant with lots of china.

The smells of the cooking
house attracted us, and we
hurried inside. We huddled up
to the fire and watched as the
cook explained how to make
the traditional bun recipe the
Cortlandt family had passed
down for generations. We
watched, awestruck, as the
buns appeared on the griddle,
perfectly cooked. We even got
to taste them, and they were
delicious!
The scenery was beautiful,
with thousands of creative
structures made only of
carved pumpkins. For
example, there was a pumpkin
Statue of Liberty and a spider
web. As we boarded the bus, I
thought, “What a wonderful
trip this was! I hope that I can
come back some evening to
see the lights in the
pumpkins.”

STUDENT COUNCIL
WITH MS. DOMALEWSKI
BY JOSHUA HONG

During my interview with Ms.
Domalewski, I learned some
interesting facts about this year's
student council. For instance, I
learned that there are many
positions in the student council such
as President, (Riley Renke), Vice
President, (Devin Cohen) Secretary
(Charlie Brennan), and Treasurer
(Sahaj Mitra). These students work
together to create ideas to make
Haworth Public School grow and
become a better place. The following
are some of the questions and
answers from my interview with Ms.
Domalewski.
Q: Do you think this year's student
council will be better than last year?
Why or why not?
A: I am looking forward to a great
year with new fundraisers and field
trips, as we have joined the New
Jersey Association of Student
Council.
Q: Do you prefer new ideas or old
ones? Why or why not?
A: New ideas because it keeps
everything fresh and exciting.
Q: How do you think students can
learn from last year?
A: Coming up with new ideas and
becoming more organized with
meetings and volunteering for
events.
Q: How many fundraisers will happen
this year?

Ms. Arlene Domalewski, Advisor

A: I’m hoping to have at least three.
Q: How do you think that the members
can work together to create better ideas?
A: Coming up with a system to ensure
that everyone has a chance to speak
and that their voice is heard using
Google Classroom this year to add
information about meetings, agendas
and sign up sheets.
Q: Were you a member of the student
council when you were our age, and if
you so, did that motivate you to become
the student council teacher?
A: In middle school, I did Willow Club,
which was based off of community
service and providing fundraising
activities. In high school, I was involved
with student council as the treasurer
and then the secretary. Yes, it
motivated me to help students take a
leadership role.
Q: Do you have any good fundraising
ideas yet?
A: Yes, we do, but you’ll have to be on
the lookout for them.

STUDENT COUNCIL
FIELD TRIP
BY NOAH SONG
WITH SAHAJ JANI
In October, The Haworth Public
School’s Student Council took a field
trip to the New Jersey Association of
Student Councils, which is a conference
and learning assembly for student
government members across the state.
Set at The College of New Jersey, we
learned about the many facets of
leadership and perseverance to apply to
our everyday lives that make us better
people through all of our actions. Lance
Allred, the first legally-deaf player in
NBA history, was one of the guest
speakers that told us about his
struggles in life as he had to overcome
his innate disadvantage of being born
deaf. Throughout his presentation, the
lesson that he delivered was his
personal outlook on life - his five stages
to success, including accountability,
citizenship, and acceptance. The most
important, Allred said, was
perseverance - continuing to push your
personal boundaries in a certain field,
whether you enjoyed it or not, but
aiming to improve yourself and sticking

Lance Allred and his band

with your beliefs when life got rough.
Allred was especially passionate in
making it clear that life has no shortcuts
and no magic wand to wave away the
difficulties; the only definitive way
through is to tough it out.
Another guest speaker, a musician that
delivered the majority of his
presentation by song, gave his personal
outlook on life. Unlike Lance Allred’s
perspective of becoming an adaptable
person of good character in the long
term of our lives, this speaker focused on
how we could currently become the best
students. As he sang out most of his
presentation and also utilized popular
songs, he told us that learning
information bluntly - through repeatedly
reading or writing facts over and over
again - is highly inefficient. Instead, he
told us that the brain retains information
better when it is displayed in a manner
that connects more directly with the
brain, as in through the songs that he
was constantly feeding us.
Later, he asked us to do basic things like crossing our arms - and then
displayed how some characteristics have
simply become habits without us being
conscious of them occurring. Learning,
he said, is similar. It works best when
you naturally absorb the information
without straining your mind and learning
it from creative angles.
(continued on p.5)

Members of the student council

(continued from p.4)
While the trip only lasted a few hours
and consisted of only two
presentations, they contained
interesting outlooks from successful
people who had managed to carry on in
their lives despite having to overcome
disadvantages. After the trip was over,
we recalled the concepts we were
advised to employ to strengthen our
character and duty as students. We
have the rest of our lives to apply the
lessons we learned into our everyday
routine and make them into habits.

SOLES4SHOES SHOE DRIVE
BY HANSON LEE
collection points at the library and our
school. They even set up a booth at the
Haworth 5K and at Haworth Day. There
was also a box in the front office.
Thanks to the Higgasons, many
deserving people received shoes.
Excerpt from the interview with Hugh
Higgason:
Q: Why did you want to help with this
fundraiser?
A: I felt like it was part of a good cause.
The shoes are spread around the world
to people who don’t have shoes to wear.

Hugh and John Higgason

The Soles4Souls shoe drive was a huge
success. This charity was introduced to
Haworth by Hugh and John Higgason.
They collected 650 pairs of shoes! The
most popular types of shoes that were
donated were high heels and baby
booties. The Higgasons collected shoes
all around town. They went to the
businesses downtown, and set up

Q: Did you enjoy helping with the
fundraiser? Why or Why not?
A: Very much. It was a good cause and
it payed off in the end.
Q: Was it hard finding perfect shoes?
A: Yes Most were used but some were
brand new.

FAVORITE CHILDREN'S
AUTHOR AND
ILLUSTRATOR VISIT
BY CHRISTOPHER STAMATAKY
“If a good idea pops into your head, WRITE IT
DOWN,” said Anna Kang during her author visit
in December with her husband, illustrator
Christopher Weyant. The author spoke first
about her background and her family life. She
was kind, enthusiastic and shared her life

Ms. Kang speaks to students

stories. Anna Kang sounded more like a teacher
and not like an author giving us a lecture.
When she was explaining her writing methods
she said, “Mistakes make us GREAT!.” She
encouraged the students to work hard and not
give up. When asked, “Where do you get your
ideas for your books?,” she responded that she
gets her ideas from her children and from her
childhood in Korea. In fact, she got the idea for
the book “Eraser” from one of her daughters!
Ms. Kang then read from one of their books
entitled “Will You Help Me Fall Asleep?”. She
read with expression and enthusiasm. Mr.
Weyant added the sound effects and everyone
laughed.
She then introduced Mr. Weyant who showed
us some drafts of drawings that he made many
revisions of before they decided on a final

Mr. Weyant plays the Doodle Game with students

illustration for a book. Mr. Weyant asked a
student to come up and draw a doodle on an
easel and then he made it into a work of art!
Then, he was challenged to make a picture
from a simple mark that looked like it would be
difficult to make into a drawing. He created a
fish in a bowl from it! At the end of the visit he
gave the drawing to the school to hang up in
the library. The younger students really
enjoyed the visit with Anna Kang and
Christopher Weyant, and asked them to come
back again!

Drawing revisions from the book "Eraser"

THEATRE

The Porchlight production of Annie Jr., which
included students in 2nd through 4th grade,
was a huge success. Congratulations to
everyone involved!

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
BY RONAN TOPOR
This year at Haworth Public School, we have a few new staff members. These include
Mrs. Voigt, our principal, and Mr. DeFelice, a middle school math teacher.
Mrs. Voigt was born in Pearl River New York. Although Pearl River is located in NY, it
is not too far from here. It is not her first year working in the school system as she
previously worked in Glen Rock. Mrs. Voight enjoys reading, and she stated that she’s
“into” biographies and autobiographies. Aside from reading, her favorite things to do
are to run and spend time with her husband and kids.
As a kid, Mrs. Voigt’s favorite subjects were reading and
writing. Now she says she is interested in space. While
working at Glen Rock she was the coordinator for Glen
Rock Public School's Gifted and Talented Program. Mrs.
Voigt says that she loves Haworth, and especially loves the
students because of how kind they are to her, delivering
her little notes and making kind gestures.
She also claims they provide her with good ways to
improve Haworth School. She appreciates the teachers as
well because they are supporting her in her first year.

Mrs. Voigt, Principal

Now that we know Mrs. Voigt a little better, let’s move on to Mr. DeFelice. Mr.
DeFelice teaches the 6,7, and 8th-grade math classes. As you might have guessed, his
favorite subject is math. Mr. DeFelice also likes U.S. history. He enjoys Olympic
Weightlifting and is very good at it. He likes hiking, walking his dog and traveling.
His favorite book is The Catcher In The Rye by J.D. Salinger. Mr. DeFelice was born
in Little Ferry, NJ and used to work in Woodbridge. He does many types of
weightlifting, and in one of them he lifts up to
240 lbs! As I’ve said, he is a very big hiker. He
loves hiking so much he visited Oregon to hike on
a trail called Oneonta Falls.
Mr. DeFelice and Mrs. Voigt are two wonderful
new staff members and teachers. I’m glad we got
to put them in the spotlight and learn more
about them!
Mr. DeFelice, middle school math teacher

SEEN AROUND TOWN
ADOPTING A PUP, UNITING OUR TOWN
BY CHARLIE BRENNAN
Art is special. It is a way of
expression that anyone can do. One
great thing about art is that it can
also take many forms. Whether on
paper or not, beautiful pieces of work
can be seen everywhere. This year we
found some extraordinary talent in a
very special way.
Haworth Day is an annual event
where every Haworth resident is
invited to a festival of friends, food
and fun, followed by fireworks at
night. This celebration is always
eventful, and this year we had a
special treat. In one tent, a variety of
beautifully painted ceramic dogs
stood proudly on the grass, while the
townspeople bid on each and every
one, reaching up to hundreds and
thousands of dollars! Before the day
was out, the dogs had found new
homes.

How did this come to be? Christian
Marchisio interviewed one of the
artists of the brilliant pets, our own art
teacher, Ms. Bagot. Being the designer
of one of the animals, she chose a
summer theme of sunflowers. She
happily agreed to an interview and
shed light on the story. “It was the
Haworth Library who had the idea,”
Ms. Bagot said. “They looked around
Haworth for artists willing to paint the
dogs, 2 cats, and 2 hydrants and I
willingly agreed.” The idea was created
in memory of a woman who was a
patron of the arts, and a friend of the
library. This event was a fundraiser
with all of the money going to the
library, but this was more than just
that. It was a gesture of appreciation
towards our community.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS
OUR NEW SAFETY SYSTEMS
BY JOSHUA HONG
During my interview with Dr. Hughes, I learned many things about the new fire alarm
system and the new bus evacuation drill. The new fire alarm system was installed
because the old system was getting old and Haworth school needed upgrades. The new
fire alarm notifies the police and is calmer, which helps students not to overreact and
panic. The bus used for the bus evacuation drill was loaned to Haworth to help
students be prepared in case there is an emergency. Mr. Wolford is in charge of
evacuation procedures, and worked to set up and run the bus evacuation drills. He also
arranged for the new fire alarms to be installed.
As Dr. Hughes stated, “I want to make sure that you guys have the best things for your
education.” The government has made schools practice the bus evacuation every year
to help kids remember the procedure. In the end, all of these drills are made to keep
the students in Haworth safe, and to be able to quickly react to an emergency.

PLAYGROUND NEW
WALL AND FENCE
BY ROMACK GOLDSTEIN
In the fall, HPS had a new wall and fence built
on school property, so I interviewed our
principal Mrs. Voigt for information. One of
the reasons that the principal gave was that
the students did not have a safe place to walk
last year by the red, white, and blue
playground, because it was only a dirt path. To
quote Mrs. Voigt, "I am new to this school, but
think what happened is, as kids were walking
out towards the playground, people were
starting to realize that the sidewalk stopped
and that it was a little dangerous for the kids.
They decided to take money and apply it to
building the wall." Along with the sidewalk,
they added a crosswalk for students and
parents who need to cross to the back
parkinglot. The cross walk is helpful, but some
parents disregard it and park in front of it

where students and parents cannot
access it. The principal also mentioned
that the school would like to use the
space in the back of the turf field next
to the playground for a picnic area for
special events with a gazebo for shade,
along with a grill or two. Also, the
school is thinking of improving the
parking area in the back lot. f you would
like to recommend that something
should be fixed or built, you can go to
Mrs. Voigt, Mr. Turner, or Mr. Wolford.

EDITORIAL
ORCHESTRA: THE REAL REASON TO JOIN
BY CHARLIE BRENNAN

Who is the most laid-back, funny, cool instrumental teacher? Mr. Vito Nasta, of
course! His charming attitude and funny nature draws kids in to play instruments in
band or orchestra. From violin to saxophone, he knows how to play them all! It was
no surprise that dozens of kids joined this year, but it turned out that Mr. Nasta
wasn’t the only reason. Kids will do just about anything to get a field trip. Even if it
means joining a group that they’re not interested in. A few years ago, Mr. Nasta
introduced a field trip to Six Flags Great Adventure to orchestra students, but soon
realized his mistake. For now, even more kids joined, but not to pay attention or
learn to play an instrument. Instead, they used orchestra class to go on the field
trip to Six Flags! Mr. Nasta, upon concluding this, did the only thing he could do. “I
had to shut it down”, he said, “The kids weren’t here to learn, just to take
advantage.” So the privilege was revoked, and as suspected, almost half of his
students left the class.
It can sometimes be sad to think that half of orchestra isn't dedicated, but what
about the other half? They knew the real reason that they participated in orchestra.
The real reason that everyone is in school. To learn. To learn math, to learn
Spanish, and in a few kid’s cases, to learn to play an instrument. They were here to
have fun, play instruments, perform at recitals and enjoy time with their friends
and Mr. Nasta. Even though this happened, Mr. Nasta is thinking about reinstating
the field trip to Six Flags. For the students who know the real reason, you should
join orchestra.

HOLES by Louis Sachar
BY JOANNE SHEN
Holes by Louis Sachar is about a boy named
Stanley Yelnats who gets sent to Camp Green
Lake, a juvenile detention camp, for a crime he
did not commit. Stanley has bad luck due to a
curse that was put on his great-great grandfather
years ago. The warden at the camp, Mr. Sir, makes
the boys dig holes every day in the sun. Each hole
must be exactly five feet wide and five feet long.
(continued on p. 12)

(continued from p.11)
Stanley realizes that they must be looking for something important. At Camp
Green Lake, Stanley also makes friends with a camper named Zeroni. Everyone
calls him Zero because they think he has zero thoughts. One day Zero disappears
from camp and Stanley is worried, so he leaves camp to look for Zero. When
Stanley finds him, Zero is so far from camp that they can see Big Thumb, the top of
a very big mountain. Stanley wants to go to Big Thumb because there will be
water, and he thinks that it will bring them success. Stanley and Zero head
towards Big Thumb. Stanley and Zero climb Big Thumb and when they go back to
camp, they don’t have to work anymore.
At the end it seems that the curse has been lifted. Stanley goes back home and still
has a good friend in Zero.

PI IN THE SKY by
Wendy Mass
BY VALENTINA CHOI

The book Pi in the sky by Wendy Mass is a fun,
fiction book to read. Once you start reading, you
can’t stop.
The main character, Josh, is the seventh son of the
Supreme Overlord of the Universe. His older
brothers help his dad rule the cosmos but all he
does is deliver pies. That’s right, pies. Sure, the pies
may actually hold the secrets of the universe
between their buttery crusts, but they're still pies.
When earth and his friend Kal suddenly disappear, Josh is tasked with the
seemingly impossible job of bringing them back. With the help of a girl from earth
named Annika, he discovers that the universe is an even stranger place than he had
imagined.
This book will keep you occupied as it leads you deep into the mysteries of time
and space. Plus, there's pie.

